HI MY NAME IS KRISTINA AIELLO. I AM VERY SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS AND KNOW THAT THE PAIN NEVER GOES AWAY, ONLY WEAKENS A LITTLE. I AM 22 YRS OLD, AND ME AND MY BOYFRIEND HAVE BEEN TOGETHER FOR 5 YRS AND HAVE HAD 2 WONDERFUL CHILDREN.  OUR FIRST WAS LEEANN SMITH. SHE WAS BORN MAY 31 2004 AND IS NOW THREE AND HEALTHY AS CAN BE AND THEN OUR SON.  I GOT PREGNANT IN 2005 AND FOUND OUT I WAS DUE TO HAVE HIM A WEEK AFTER MY DAUGHTER’S 2ND BIRTHDAY. WE WERE VERY EXCITED TO BE HAVING A BOY. HOW PERFECT! A BOY AND A GIRL - JUST WHAT WE HAD TALKED ABOUT. 

THEN IT WAS MARCH AND WE WERE MOVING INTO A NEW PLACE IN APRIL WITH NO ROOMMATE, WHICH WE WERE EXCITED ABOUT. TO FINALLY HAVE OUR OWN PLACE COMPLETELY.  SO I WAS A BUSY BEE WITH LEEANN AND LOOKING FOR A NEW PLACE.  WE FOUND ONE AND STARTING MOVING IN APRIL 1ST.

WE WERE IN OUR NEW PLACE FOR THREE NIGHTS AND WE WERE STILL GETTING ORGANIZED WHEN THE NIGHT OF THE 3RD I WAS HAVING A VERY HARD TIME SLEEPING AND FELT REALLY BAD SO AT 4:30 AM I DECIDED TO WAKE UP MY BOYFRIEND AND GET CHECKED OUT AT THE HOSPITAL. SO WE WENT AND THEY RAN A COUPLE OF TEST AND CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT I WAS HAVING A BLADDER INFECTION SO THEY WERE GOING TO SEND ME HOME WITH MEDS AND SAID THAT MY DOCTOR WANTED TO SEE ME BEFORE I LEFT AND WOULD BE THERE SHORTLY. 

SOON HE CAME AND JUST WANT TO SEE IF I WAS DILATED BEFORE HE LET ME GO HOME AND COME TO FIND OUT AT THAT POINT I WAS DILATED TO A 5. HE SAID THAT THEY WERE GOING TO KEEP ME AND TRY TO STOP LABOR AS I WAS ONLY 31 WEEKS AND IF THEY DID THAT I WOULD BE STAYING IN THE HOSPITAL FOR THE REST OF THE TIME I WAS PREGNANT. 
I WAS VERY NERVOUS IF OUR SON WAS GOING TO BE OKAY AND IF HE WOULD BE DEVELOPED WHEN HE WAS BORN. WELL THEY COULDN'T STOP THE LABOR. THE MEDS WEREN'T WORKING SO THEY GAVE ME A SHOT TO HELP DEVELOP HIS LUNGS BETTER AND SOON AFTER THAT I WAS FULLY DILATED. I HAD HIM NATURALLY AND RIGHT AFTER HE WAS BORN, HE LOOK PURPLE OR BRUISED AND WASN'T CRYING SO I WAS REALLY WORRIED, HE BEGAN TO CRY AND I WAS TOLD THAT HE WAS BIGGER THAN EXPECTED. HE WAS 4 LBS THAT MADE ME SO HAPPY, BUT THE NURSE SAID SOMETHING WAS WRONG AND THEY HAD TO TAKE HIM TO THE NICU. SO I WAS SITTING THERE NOT KNOWING WHAT WAS GOING ON AND SHORTLY A NURSE CAME IN AND SAID HE HAD A SKIN DISORDER AND NEEDED TO BE TRANSPORTED TO CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL FOR BETTER CARE. I WAS BRIEFLY ABLE TO SEE HIM FOR A FEW MIN'S IN AN INCUBATOR BEFORE THAT TRANSFERRED HIM. I WAS SO SAD I HAD TO STAY AT THE HOSPITAL AND MY SON WAS NOT THERE WITH ME. SO SOON TO FIND OUT THE NEXT DAY HE HAD A RARE SKIN DISORDER CALLED ICHTHOSIS THAT IS GENETIC. THEY SAY MY DAUGHTER DIDN'T HAVE IT BECAUSE THERE WAS A SLEEPING GENE, SO HE HAD TO STAY AT THE HOSPITAL FOR 5 WEEKS AND WAS DOING BETTER. 
HE CAME HOME AND WE WERE LEARNING TO DEAL WITH HIS SKIN IN WHICH IT WAS THAT HIS SKIN GREW FAST THEN NORMAL - 14 TIMES FASTER -  SO HE WOULD BE COVERED IN SKIN AND IT HAD TO BE REMOVED WHICH COULD CAUSE INFECTION. I COULD NO LONGER WORK AND HE HAD MANY DR APPTS EVERY WEEK AND WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO TAKE CARE OF. 
ONE MORNING, HE WAS 10 MOS OLD. IT WAS JANUARY AND WE HAD A GREAT SET OF HOLIDAYS AND I WAS GETTING HIM UP SO THAT WE COULD GO APPLY FOR DISABILITY SINCE I COULDN'T WORK.  WHEN I WOKE HIM UP HE WAS NOT THERE. HE HAD PASSED IN HIS SLEEP FROM SIDS. I WAS HOME ALONE WITH OUR DAUGHTER AND MY BOYFRIEND HAD JUST LEFT FOR WORK. 
TO THIS DAY, THAT WAS THE HARDEST THING I EVER WENT THROUGH. TO FIND YOUR CHILD GONE WAS DEVASTATING! BUT WHY I AM WRITING, IT HAS BEEN MONTHS NOW AND WE SPENT SO MUCH ON HIS FUNERAL AND THE FACT THAT I HADN'T WORKED FOR A YEAR MADE US BROKE, AND WE COULD NOT AFFORD THE HEADSTONE AND WANTED TO SAVE BUT HAVE RECENTLY NOT BEEN ABLE TO AS THE OWNER OF OUR HOUSE SOLD IT. SO ONCE AGAIN WE HAD TO USE THE MONEY SAVED AND MOVE.

I HAD POSTED ON AN ICHTHOSIS WEB BULLETIN BOARD AND ONE OF THE PEOPLE FOUND YOUR WEB SITE FOR ME. I AM JUST LOOKING TO HAVE THE CLOSURE.  I FEEL I STILL OWE IT TO MY SON AND IT MAKES ME VERY EMOTIONAL. SO THANK YOU FOR READING MY STORY.
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